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At 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, No-
vember 2, 2005 the Gateway Green Al-
liance and Universal African Peoples
Organization will ask “If we could re-
make the education system, what should
we do?”

• Don Fitz, Missouri Green Party,
Green Time TV

• Fundi Sanyika Anwisye, Hofi Ni
Kwenu Academy-Douglass Institute

• Zaki Baruti, Green Party, Universal
African Peoples Organization

• Barbara Chicherio, Coordinating
Committee, Green Party USA [mod-
erator]

What changes should there be in
elementary, middle and high schools as
well as universities?  How should
schools reflect the communities they
serve?  Who should decide the values
and curriculum students are taught?
How do we combat institutional racism
in education systems?

Should soda and genetically engi-
neered food be banned from schools?
Do we need standardized tests and
grades?  When should vocational
courses begin?  Should all students take
them?  Should high schools be inte-
grated into community college systems?

Is open admission to all post-high
school education possible?

The forum will be at the Carpenter
Branch Library, 3309 South Grand (in
St. Louis).

Call 314-727-8554 for more information
or visit the Greens’ web site:
www.gateway-greens.org

In early October St. Louis learned that a student had been poi-
soned by lead from Mann Elementary School in the Tower Grove
South neighborhood.  School officials acted surprised even though lead
hazards in schools and homes have long been known.  In addition to
paint on windows, lead dust can be spread in schools as holes are
drilled for computer wires or air conditioning ducts are installed.
Hopefully, the promised lead cleanup at 47 schools will turn that
around and will not mirror unfilled promises of the City to cleanup lead
in homes.

When lead is in the headlines, City government typically announces a
bold sounding plan which then fades when the spotlight is removed.  The
City launched its most recent lead initiative with the Mayor’s “Compre-
hensive Action Plan for the Eradication of Childhood Lead Poisoning in
St. Louis” in November 2003. The problem is not the plan—it is that im-

plementation of the plan is lacking.
Rather than its decades old reactive ap-

proach, it is time for the City of St. Louis to be
proactive by declaring a “lead emergency” and
taking the strong measures needed to prevent
children from being lead poisoned. The first
phase of a lead emergency would include the
Health Commissioner’s ordering lead inspec-
tions of all homes in high risk areas (primarily
zip codes 63118 and 63107).

Lead poisoning is a public health emer-
gency. It costs taxpayers millions of dollars
every year.  The failure to address the problem
in a strategic way ensures that taxpayers pay
costs of lead poisoning again and again.  A lead
poisoning prevention program would put its
major emphasis on testing homes for lead so
they can be cleaned up before children become
poisoned.  Instead, the City continues to rely on
first testing children and then testing the homes
of poisoned children.  This means City has yet
to change its approach of using children as lead
detectors.

Testing children is important, but with an
effective primary prevention program the ulti-
mate goal is to phase out the need to test chil-
dren.  It is time to stress the need to test build-
ings.  Mann School is one example of why.

There should be a registry (list) of lead-safe
housing units for every neighborhood in the
City so that parents can find housing that will
 (continued on p.6)
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Declare a Lead Emergency in St. Louis
                                by Don Fitz & Kathleen Logan-Smith

George Cotton, Peter Downs & Veronica O’Brien at Black & Green
Wednesday, October 5, 2005. Photo by Don Fitz.
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Few things could have a worse ef-
fect on schools than outsourcing jobs
such as janitors, food services, secre-
taries and nurses to companies that spe-
cialize in degrading these jobs to posi-
tions without medical care or pensions.
This gives employees little reason to
stay with the school system and ensures
that they cannot be a rock of community
stability.  We should go in the opposite
direction of appreciating the role of
non-teaching staff in educational set-
tings.

This is especially important with
unions.  The American Federation of
Teachers and National Education Asso-
ciation should seek to include teaching
aides, nurses, counselors, secretaries,
kitchen staff, maintenance workers,
housekeepers and all other school
workers in the same union.  Schools,

especially elementary schools, should
give hiring priority to those who live
in the community from which stu-
dents are drawn.  In order to have a
nurturing and protective school envi-
ronment, all workgroups should have
the right to elect their supervisors and
the supervisors should be part of the
union.

Kitchen staff should have the right
to halt the serving of food they know
to be unhealthy.  Given the propensity
of the corporate medical elite to deal
with social problems by drugging
students into submission, every
school nurse should be able to refuse
to administer drugs that s/he deems un-
healthy for the welfare of the child.

Age integration in school

Adolescents cannot simultaneously
be age-segregated and treated as adults.
If an adolescent is able to take classes
with people in their 30s and 40s, the
person is ready to be treated as an
adult.  If an adolescent needs age-
segregated classes with only those of
the same age, that person will be
treated as a child.  How should one
decide if a person between 12 years and
18 years is ready for age-integrated
classes?  Let the student decide
her/himself.  The decision will almost
certainly not be for an all-at-once
change.  Students might sign up for one
age-integrated class and take more
when s/he feels comfortable doing so.

At the age of 12, few youth are
ready to participate in an age-integrated
educational setting.  By 18 years of

age, everyone should be able to.  Be-
tween the ages of 13 and 17, students
should change from child-structured,
age-segregated settings to adult age-
integrated settings at individualized
rates that each student feels comfortable
with.

Grades and standardized tests

Some of the worst aspects of the US
educational system are grading and
standardized tests such as the SAT and
ACT.  Achievement tests, which claim
to test everything about everything,
seem to be a way to psychologically
torture high school students.  These
tests, and grades at all levels, tell you
nothing about any aspects of life.  They
do not predict how successful people
will be on their jobs, i.e., students with
higher scores are not more likely to be
promoted on their jobs, be employed for
more years, or earn higher salaries.
They do not predict if people will be
more satisfied with their lives, have
better marriages, or be better parents.
The only thing that standardized tests
and grades predict is how well students
will perform on other standardized tests
and grades.  They have produced an
educational culture which heaps praises
and adoration for the useless skill of
test-taking.

Though standardized tests and
grades have no positive value, both
have tremendous negative aspects.
They force teachers to take huge
amounts of time from teaching to ad-
minister them.  Grades especially cause
unnecessary anxiety in students that can
lead to extreme nervousness, drug us-
age, sleep problems, eating disorders
and suicide.  It is time for standardized
tests and grades to be abolished.

Notes on Education
                                by Don Fitz

Susie Parker at Black & Green Wed.,
July 6, 2005. Photo by Don Fitz.

Bill Charlton at Black & Green Wed.,
June 1, 2005. Photo by Kriss Avery.
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